
 

Call for Submissions 
 

Tura New Music invites proposals for papers, lecture-performances, artist talks, and 
panels of three or four papers for 

 

The 2017 Totally Huge New Music Festival Conference 
26 October 2017 
The State Library of Western Australia 
Perth, Western Australia 
 
Keynote Speaker: Anne LeBaron (CalArts) 

 

Conference Theme  
 
Embracing the Irrational: The Sonic Arts in a Post-Factual World 
 
Over the last century art movements such as Dada, Surrealism, Fluxus and Neoisms such 
as the Luther Blissett movement and Australia’s Ern Malley hoax responded to the world 
around them by embracing the irrational as the basis of their creative agendas. In a media-
rich contemporary environment in which facts are displaced by feelings, emotion and 
intuition – previously the lowly province of the arts and ‘soft sciences’ – where do 
composition and sonic art practices stand? How are composers, music creatives and sonic 
artists responding to the new century of ‘post-truth’? 

 
The conference is presented by Tura New Music, in association with the University of 
Western Australia, and with the Faculty of Education and Arts, Edith Cowan University, 
including the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts. The conference is 
supported by the State Library of Western Australia. 

 
 
 
 

           



Conference Rationale  

 
The THNMF Conference is a forum for artists from diverse areas of practice, along with 
critics, commentators and academics, to discuss the ideas that underline contemporary 
new music and sound art—the histories, methods, theories, approaches, techniques and 
dreams that make up the modern world of music and sound arts.  

 

The THNMF conference offers opportunities for presentations of refereed and non-
refereed papers, performances, demonstrations and workshops, and there is the 
opportunity for publication in the conference proceedings, Sound Scripts – published by 
Tura New Music. 

 

 

Keynote Speaker, Anne LeBaron (CalArts) 
Sonic Exploits of Post-Truth Surrealism: Raudelunas, Dinosaur Time, and the Rev. 
Fred Lane 

 
Anne LeBaron’s compositions embrace an exotic array of subjects encompassing vast 
reaches of space and time, ranging from the mysterious Singing Dune of Kazakhstan, to 
probes into physical and cultural forms of extinction, to legendary figures such as Pope 
Joan, Eurydice, Marie Laveau, and the American Housewife. Widely recognized for her 
work in instrumental, electronic, and performance realms, she has earned numerous 
awards and prizes, including a Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship, the Alpert Award in 
the Arts, a Fulbright Full Fellowship, an award from the Rockefeller MAP Fund for her 
opera, Sucktion, and a 2009-2010 Cultural Exchange International Grant from the Los 
Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs for The Silent Steppe Cantata. Also an 
accomplished harpist, LeBaron is renowned for her pioneering methods of developing and 
implementing extended harp techniques, electronic enhancements, and notation in 
compositional and improvisational contexts. She currently teaches composition and related 
subjects, such as Concert Theater and HyperOpera, as the Roy E. Disney Family Chair in 
Musical Composition at CalArts, and has been appointed Co-chair of the Composition 
Program in the School of Music. 

 

annelebaron.com 

 

  



Guidelines 

1. Individual or joint paper presentations must be no longer than twenty minutes. Panel 
organisers are strongly encouraged to enforce times.  

2. Performances should be no longer than thirty minutes and may include a short 
lecture component.  

5. The Convenors encourage proposals from artists, academics, composers, 
performers, sound designers, critics, instrument makers and students alike. 
Presenters are required to register for the entire Conference program. 

6. Performances and paper presentations will not be remunerated.  

 

How to submit a proposal 
1. Proposals are due by 7th July. Please submit by email to: conference@tura.com.au 

with reference “2017 proposal [author’s surname]”. 

2. Proposals for papers should include an abstract of approximately 300 words. 
Please insert the abstract text into the body of the email and also send it as an 
attachment file in rich text format (RTF). Attachments should be named as follows: 
THNMFC_Surname&initial_date(ddmmyy).rtf e.g.: THNMFC_KeatonB_060717.rtf  

3. Proposals for papers should also include notes on any technical and/or spatial 
requirements for presentation (i.e. any audio-visual needs, use of PowerPoint, PA, 
etc).  

4. Proposals for performances and artist talks —with or without a lecture component—
should also include a link to supporting material (video/audio recordings, scores, 
etc.) hosted online (youtube, vimeo, dropbox, or others).  

5. The THNMF Conference Committee will acknowledge receipt of submissions and 
communicate its decisions via email by 20th July.  

6. All inquiries regarding the Conference should be addressed to:  

Dr Pedro Alvarez – conference@tura.com.au 

 

Conference Convenors: 

Dr Pedro Alvarez, Adjunct Lecturer, WAAPA/ECU; Dr Chris Tonkin, Head of Composition 
UWA; Tos Mahoney, Artistic Director, Tura New Music. 

Conference Committee: 

Lindsay Vickery, Catherine Ashley, Chris Tonkin, Adam Trainer, Tos Mahoney, Tristen 
Parr, Pedro Alvarez. 

  



The 13th Totally Huge New Music Festival 
October 23 – 29, 2017 
Perth, Western Australia 
 
The Totally Huge New Music Festival is a biennial exploration of New Music and Sound 
Art, featuring artists from Western Australia and around the world. 
 
The Festival provides a captivating showcase of new chamber music, electronica, 
installations, improvisation, multimedia and sound art in Western Australia. 
 
Artists for 2017 include Anne LeBaron, Speak Percussion, Decibel, Ross Bolleter & 
Kouhei Harada. 
 
For program updates go to www.tura.com.au 
 
Tura New Music 
Subiaco Arts Centre 
WA 6008 Australia 
Email: info@tura.com.au 
web: www.tura.com.au 
 
Tura New Music’s Annual Program is supported by the Government of Western 
Australia through the Department of Culture and the Arts in association with 
Lotterywest, and the Australian Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding 
and advisory body. 
 
 
 

    
 

 


